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P H 1 L. ki, iv, v. 
In Lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem NIN 


better than themſelves. 

Lok not every Man on his own Things, but 
every Man alſo on the T hings of others. 

Let the Mind be in you, which was alſo in 


Chr iſt Teſu HS. 9 


\ HE Example of our Saviour is ſufficient to teach 
us all. Chriſtian Graces, and we need no more 1 
to make us perfect, but to imitate the Pattern f 

e has ſer us. Our Church has taken care to propoſe on 

Occaſions, that Example to us, and has ſet apart pe- 

liar Times to inculcate from his Practice, the ſeveral 

rs of our Duty. This holy Seaſon is deſign'd to 
ommemorate His Sufferings for us, and Death; chat as 
the Collect for the Day, all Mankind (hould follow the 

Example of his great Humility ; who, as in the 6th Verſe 

l this Chapter, Being in the Form of God, thought it not 

Ivobery to be equal Ws Ts 1 but made 22 of no Repu- 
tion, and took, on. him the Form of a Servant---- and became 

went unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 

This is an "Example. of Humility, rather to ; be ad: 

bird than imitated ; and from it we may PEE hat 

gard our Saviour "had to the good d of his Creatures, 
hen in Lowlineſs of Mf 7 12 preferr'd, their eb 
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2 Chriſtian Humility. = 
to bin own Life Aſſuredly, the favle Mind a 


be in Us that was in Hin. Every one of us ought; 
2 others better than our ſelyes, and I; ready to  lact 
e all for the Good of our Brethren, | 
This Humility is the Ground Ka) Seed-Plor of r 
Chriſtian Gracesz and being that which the Chur 
ſeems at this time more peculiarly. to inculcate to 
from the Example of Chriſt, I ſhall endeavour to n 
preſent and recommend it to you in theſe five princip 
Branches, or parts of it. 
[. It implies a right Under ſtanding of 0, our ſelves a 
Performances. This is included in che very Notion « 
Lowlineſs of Mind, and is very proper to make us lit! 
in our own Eyes. 
II. A due Value and Eſteem for other Perſons af, 
Things: Let each eſteem other better than themſetves. 
III. A due Concern and Care for the Common Good 
Look not every Man on his own Things, but ever 0 Man a 
en the Things of others. 
IV. A ready Condeſcention to all Things, we appre 
hend' to, be our Duty, according to the "I le 
Chrift, who. having taken on him the Form of 4 85 yan 
bumbled himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, and 
declin d no Function proper to his Station. 0 
V. A contenting ourſelves, with that Partion, « or Stalſſee 
en, that God and Nature has affign'd us, in Imitatio Ip 
of Chriſt, who tho equal with God, yer being foul 
in faſhion. as 4 Man, 0. not repine. : at the : ſevere. Port 
on allotred him by Rn” Oo - a 


Chriſhan Humility. 3 
as to the firlt of theſe. Lowlineſs of Mind muſt be laid 


a right Underſtanding, our ſelves, and our Performances; 
o be lowly Minded, is, to have a modeſt and mean 
vinion of our ſelves; of our Temporal and Spiritual 
oods; of our Natural and Acquired Advantages: For 
ever has too great a Value for himſelf, for his 
or Perſections, comes: ſhort of that Humility , 
Entitles us to the Kingdom of Heaven, and cer- 
ay loſes the Benefit of whatever he over-rates. That 
idultry, Diligence or Patience, which we eſteem too 
ghly, ſhall have no reward; and therefore we muſt 
ink meanly of our ſelves, of our Virtucs and Graces, 
we wou'd be valu'd by God, or expect any Advan- 

we from him on their Account. | 
Bur here is the Difficulty : By what Means ſhall a 
Man of Goodneſs and Parts, of Honour and Greatneſs, 
e ſo much a Stranger to his own Worth, as to eſteem 
thers better than himſelf ? Tis true, he muſt know, that 
ill theſe are the Gifts of God; and this is very proper 
or make him humble to the Donor. But at the ſame 
e me, it may have a very ill Effect towards his fellow 
reatures, te it may make him look on himſelf as a 
peculiar Favourite of God, who has beſtow'd ſo many 
bod Things on him, whilſt others ſeem to be neg- 
tat{ted.' And Experience tells us, that nothing is more 
tioÞipt to puff up a Man, than an * of peculiar 
F2vour; nor is any thing a greater Temptation to in- 
ult our fellow Subjects: And therefore, the Text takes 
way that Pretence, atid requires us to eſteem others bete 
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ter than our ſelves; not only in Shew or Appearance 
but in Reality; not only to treat them as if better, bu 
likewiſe to eſteem them ſo: lf you be indeed of this 0 
pinion, you are then poſſeſs d of the Lowlineſs of Mind 
recommended in the Text; but to think chat yout 
Parts, or Graces, or Circumſtances make you bettet 
than others, is a Contradiction to it, and to the 
Truth. For,  Mobvm A Stix o 22: 

"1/t. Whatever we are, we have no Advantage © 
other Men, but in our Humility ; it is plain, our Cir 
cumſtances or Stations give us none. This our Saviour 
determin d, when he rebuk d his Diſciples for ſtriving 
who ſhould be greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven 
Mark 10. 42. But Jeſus called them to him, and ſaith unte 
them; Ye know that they which are actounted to rule over thy 
Gentiles, exerciſe | Lordſhip over themp rand their Great One 
exerciſe: Authority upon them; but it ſpall not the ſo among 
5% But whoſoever will be: great among you, fhall be you 
Miniſter ; and whoſoever of you will be chiefeſt, ſhall be Ser 
vant of all. By which our Saviour ſhews us, that thi 
way to be great in the Kingdom of God, is not by Su 
periority over other Men, but by humbling our ſelve 
below them, and being ſerviceable to them. He that 
is moſt ſo, takes the ſureſt way to Greatneſs; for Rule 
or Dominion is of no Efficacy towards Eternal Happi 
neſs: Since as the / moſt ignorant private Man may be 
above his Biſhop in Heaven, ſo che meaneſt Subject ma 
be above his Prince. Our Saviour has pronounc d thi 
Poor in Spirit Bleſſed, becauſe theirs is the Kingdom 0 
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Haven, and they ſhall be! exalted in it, in proportion 
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bu cheir Humility. He ſhall be the greateſt there, not 
Ot had moſt Riches, Power or Parts, or ne 
lind e, but he that is moſt humble, moſt ſubmiſſive, 


zoſt ſerviceable to the Members of Chriſt. This was 
e Reaſon and Meaſure of Chriſt's Exaltation, and 
muſt be of ours, becauſe he humbled himſelf, and be- 
ime obedient unto Death, cherefore God ns highly 
alted him. But 

zdh, As we have no reaſon to value our ſelves. on 
ur Temporal Circumſtances, or Advantages in the 
ſorld, fo there is as little teaſon to be proud of. oui 
birtual. Conſider your Virtues and Graces, and you 
nll find hoes rather Arguments of our Natural De- 
Ks, than Perfections in themſelves. Thus Tempe- 


Oneoce is only a curbing of our exceſſive and unruly Ap- 
nongFtttes,, which is ſo great a Defect and Vice in our Na- 
youWie, that we ought in earneſt to be aſham d that we 
Ser ed ſuch a Virtue; and the Caſe is much the fame 
tha hall the other moſt are d Graces] they are generally 
Suſſehing elſe but the patching up of a vitiated andcbroken 
ve hature, and therefore we have as little reaſon to be 
cha Road of them, as of an Artificial Leg or Hand: They 
ule only | Shifts; that we muͤſt be oblig d to uſe, till 
ppi bon pleas d to tranſſate us to a better; State. Thus 
bay ſhow a Man boaſt of his Courage; ſince it is ne 


tue in him to expoſe his Life, if he be not naturally 
| Coward 2. Why ſhould: one be proud of his Cha- 


12 n Could not ſo much a8. underſtand what 
2 


A 


Chaſtity is, if he were not ſubje& to the weakneſs 
Luft ? why ſhoud he value himſelf on his Bounty 
Charity to the Poor, ſince it were no more a Virty 
to give Mony than Stones,; if his Natural Covetoul 
nets or Indigence did not reſtrain him ? to boaſt there 
fore of our Virtues or Graces, to value our ſelves o 
our Faith, Truth, Honeſty, Courage or Muniticence 
is to confeſs that we are of a ſuſpicious, falſe, deceit 
ful,cowardly,niggardly Nature; and cou d our greate! 
Enemies caſt a worſt reproach on us? =_ 
hut 3ly. As our Virtues and Graces (the greatelM 
Ornaments of our Minds) give us no ground ot Pride 
ſo much leſs do the Perfections of our Bodies. Ilie 
Beauty be the greateſt Temptation to Pride, ye 
the only advantage in it, is, that it makes us agrecabl 
to other People, and if we have no greater reaſon t 
value our ſelves, than the pleaſing others, it is a plaif 
demonſtration that we depend upon their good Op 
nion more than our own Merit, and conſequent! 
confeſs our own Defects: That we believe their Op! 
nion concerning us rather than our own, and thereby 
acknowledge them wiſer and better than we; fe 
who would be proud of pleaſing thoſe, for whoſe wort 
they had no efteem? Thus Pride contradicts it ſel 
and makes us prefer our ſelves to others, becauſe w 
need and expect advantages by pleaſing them: an 
that this is the reaſon of valuing the Perfections 
the Body is plain; becauſe if theſe Beauties wie 
ſure never in their lives to be ſeen by any, the 
el wou 
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qu d be very little ſolicitous about their good Looks 
' off Dreſs. 

ul and this is a 4th Conſideration, that may contribute 
ry much to leſſen the eſteem, we are apt to put 
n our ſelves, on the account of our ſuppoſed Advan- 
ges above others, that they are given us rather for 
heir ſakes, than our own; and are often heavy bur- 
hens and dangerous temptations to the Poſſeſſors. 

onſider the Goods of Fortune, and all that we gain 
them, beſides the neceſſaries of Life, Meat, Drink 
nd Cloaths, is for the benefit of others, we are only 
tewards for them, and are accountable for every 


ly a Steward or Tenant to the Poor; and when he 
res him in Charity, he is truly paying his Rent; and 
de to him if he fail to do it. The Magiſtrate, when 
W::dminiſters Juſtice, is ſerving his People, and God 
Will firictly call him to account for his Adminiſtra- 
In; and then where is the great purchaſe of Domi- 


x others; rather than our ſelves. The Strong is a Por- 
Por or Guide for the Ignorant, that is, but the beſt 

tt of Servants; and is not this a ſlender eee 
any to be puffed up with? 


remember, That all theſe: yantages w. 


thing to our common Maſter. The Rich Man is 


In Let us take the goods of Nature, Strength, 
ſit, and Parts; and the chief uſe of thele is likewiſe 


or Guat! for the Weak, the Learned and Wife a 


But 5). It will andy conduee to Eowlineſs nerf, 1 
ich on | 
in ee above ther Sg do very. lde 
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contribute © real Happineſs; 8” OT it is 75 
a diſpute, Whether a Man be one jot the happier fo 
Riches or Honour, nay, for Wit, Parts, or Beauty 
fince he who is throughly acquainted with the World 
and knows the Humours, Paſsions, and Diſcontents o 
Men will perhaps find as many of theſe amongſt thy 
Rich, the Wiſe, the Strong and Powerful, as among 
the Weak, Mean and Ignorant. They that have pa 
ſed from a Private to a Publick Life, from the weak 
neſs and ignorance of Childhood, to the ſtrength ane 
knowledge ef Men, can witneſs that they have no 
much advanced their Happineſs by the change; inſc 
much that when all things are Jaid together and b 
lanced, we may ſay, that in general God has ſo con 
trived the World, that every Man has, or may hay 
very near a like ſhare of Happineſs; and then no Ma 
has reaſon to prefer his own Circumſtances or Con 
dition to another's, ſince nothing is truly valuable 
but Happineſs : and if I have no more of that tha 
my Neighbour, I have. no reaſon to think better e 
my ſelf. than of him. 

155 do confeſs that Virtue and Holineſs _ promot 
Rl ineſs, but then it is 5 55 Phylick contributes t 

t 


and no Man ever ſo vain, 555 val 
himſelf becauſe h had. 5 2 more re 9 5 than h 
tis Neighbours. 


lt is true we may, be heartily pl 
that we have paſſed a ow le, — 


eaſure 1 5 15 ee q others, lye 10 
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 Chvifion Humility, 

to rejoice, 980 another to be Proud, that we have e- 

taped a Sickneſs. 2 

or do we oblige God or merit at his hand (as fone 
may think) by y our Power, and Wealth, 
and Strength, and Wit, to promote his Service, we 
ate cautioned not to think ſo, Fob. 22.2. Can a man be 
| profitable unto God, as be that is vie may be profitable un- 
W i himſelf? Is it any Pleaſure to the Almighty, that thou 
art righteous © or is it gain to him that thou make#t thy 
wy perfect? No, it is indifferent to him, whether 
we are wicked or righteous, he can make his advan- 
tage either way, and obtain his ends as certainly 
in our Deſtruction as Happineſs; but as to Men, tis 
true, by doing good we may profit them, as he that 
pays his debt, profits his Creditor; but no thanks 
to him for doing that, which he muſt do or be 
miſerable. 

Upon the whole, when we have weighed our ſelves, 
and all our additional Advantages, which Men com- 
monly join to fill up the repreſentation of themſelves, 
and make their Images ſwell and look bigger, 1t will 
be found that all together is but light in the Balance, 
nd that the beſt figure we can make of our ſelves, re- 
turns but a poor and defective Idea to a ſerious Conſi-— 
lerer: and ſurely tou d contfibute'much to the Low- 
meſs of Mind, recommended here by the Apoſtle, 
o ſtrĩip our ſelves of. thoſe falſe Appearances and Glo- 
es, "with -which our  Imaginations: too often flattern 
w and're 


preſent our ſelves in that true Littleneſs and EY 
emma that „ ooes our Proportion and 
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Buſineſs. Pride ariſes from a Falſe Notion of our Selves 
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and Affairs; but er ir, cthem;aright', is a Cele 
tain Ground-work, and 2755 ans b F 
II. This then is the firſt Part of f char e of Mind 
required in the Text: We muſt add to it in the 
ſecond place, a Due Value for other Parton! e Low- 
lineſo of Mind, let each eſteem other better than, themſelves 
There are Two Sorts of Men, that on this Account 
more eſpecially fall under our Conſideration, our * 
riours and Superiours. 
As to the Firſt of theſe, let us-cemeniber That tho cry 
are below us, yet they are made of the ſame Mould with 
us; that we are all framed of the ſame Clay, and had 
the ſame Spirit breathed into our Noſtrils, and what- 
ever Perfections we may have above them, a mean 
Accident may alter the Caſe, and place us below them. 
That in the meaneſt Condition, there is no Obſtacle to 
Goodneſs, ſince that conſiſts in the Mind ; and a Man 
in the loweſt Circumſtances imaginable. may have as 
good a Mind, as in the higheſt. |. The true Value of a 
8 is Sj Hh taken from the Eſteem that God ſets o 
him: And you know that God has declared, Tha 
he has choſen the Poor in this World, Rich in Faith; and that 
Laxarw in his deep Poverty and loathſom Dileaſcs, is more 
valued by God than the Richeſt Wicked Man with 
all his Glory and Grandeur. Wie ſee but the Outſide 
of Men here, and we can never judge of their Worth oi 
Happineſs by that; we are conſcious gf what is in our 
Are fand well aequsigted, ith; all Our Perfection 
and Secret Satisſactions; e know not what paſſes 
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n other Men's Minds, and therefore we can't compare 
our ſelves with them; they may have Pleaſures with 
which we are not acquainted ; they may ( for ought 
we know) be God's Favourites, whom he has ſent here 
in Diſguiſe , to ſee how we will uſe them; and there- 
fore we ought to be careful how we deſpiſe or offend | 
me of theſe Little Ones. Princes ſometimes appear | 
in Diſguiſe, and at other times employ their neareſt 
Miniſters 'in ſuch Services, and there is hardly any 
hing that they more ſeverely puniſh, than Affronts put 
on them or their Servants in ſuch Circumſtances. 
2dly. Let us ſuppoſe theſe Iuferiours to be Vicious, yet 
this will not -aſti our deſpiſing of them; on the con- 
rary, it requires our Pity and Aſſiſtance. We one 
Yo conſider, that perhaps God has ſuffered them to fall 
n. into Wickedneſs, to try our Diligence and Care in re- 
to daiming them. Every Wicked Man therefore, with 
nvhom we converſe, is a new Task upon us, a new 
Obligation as well as Trial of our Humility and Conde- 
1 
If we believe Goodneſs to be the Gift of God, as 
well as Healch, it will appear full as abſurd to be Proud, 
becauſe we are more Virtuous than another, as becauſe 
we are more Healthy. Doth any Man contemn his 
Neighbour , becauſe he is faln into a Feyer > Doth it 
Jake us Proud, to ſee the Aberrations or Miſeries 
Humane Nature? And then, why fhould | 
ve be puffed up, ' becauſe we ſee another under the |} 
Peateſt of Miſeries, that is, Vice and Folly z Do we 
e ot tuen away out Faces, when we tricct With à rotten, | 
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conſum d. or dcform'd Crane, r my the reaſon 
of our doing ſo, becauſe it leflens. us ins ove own'Eyes, 
and ſhews us what weak and imperfe& Creatures we 
are? And ought not the Conſideration of the Follie; 
and Vanities, and Wickedneſs, and Madneſs of Men, 
which are the Fatal Corruptions and Deformities of 
the Soul, make us turn away our Face, and be aſhamed 
that we partake of ſo Vile a Nature? f 
But 3 dh, As to theſe below us, let us remember that Wl : 
their Nature is equal to ours, perhaps better; and that I 
all theſe Diſadyantages are but accidental, and may be o 
worn off, and then they may outſhine us, as much as In 
a Diamond when poliſh'd, doth, the Sparkling of a lo 
Cryſtal, tho as they came from the Bed; the latter Nc 
may have the better Shape and Luſtre. Thus it hap- If 
= to St. Paul, and St. Auguſtine, who as much ſur- Ne 
pass d others in Zeal and Holineſs after their Converſion, 
as they came ſhort of them, while the one was a Preſe- 
cutor, and the other a led Manichee. Let us not there- I : 
fore prefer our ſelves to thoſe below us, till we ſee Ir 
their End, and be certain, what our on may be. In 
And if they die in Sin, that may fright and tetrifie us, 
but can be no Motive to Pride. 
But if we turn our Eyes from thoſe below, and take 
2 View of our Superiors, this will farther lefſes our 
Conceit of our Perfections, when we ſee all thoſe, tho 
ſo much above us, labouring and contriving to ſerve 
us, when we ſee good Men and Angels miniſtring to 
our Neceſſities; nay, when we ſee our Saviour himſelf 


e doyn ben Heaven ja Jaying. Das his Life" 
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n Wl to ſave us, can we forget what loſt and miſerable Crea- 
tures we are? How near muſt we.be co Deſtruction, 
« W when ſo many, ſo powerful Hands, have enough to do 
„Jo ſave us? Their Example will teach us Humility, and 
„the Neceſſity we find of their Aſſiſtance, will inſtruct us: 
x Wl of our Wants and Imperfections. | 15 
Neither will there be any Place or Reaſon for Envy, 
ſince notwithſtanding their Advantages above us, they 
are made our Tutors, our Guardians and our Guides 
t (chat is in truth, our Servants: ) Nor is it for their 
e Mown Sake only or Uſe, that God gave them Superio- 
s W rity of us in Underſtanding or Power, but rather for 
2 ours; and ſince no Man ever envy d his Guide, be- 
r I cauſe he knew the way he was to lead him; or his Phy- 
ſcian, becauſe perfectly skill'd in his Art, and qualifi- 
ed infallibly co cure him, why ſhould we envy Men, 
„ Yor Angels their good Qualities ? ſince if they are truly. 
- Yyaluable, chat is, join d with Humility, they are given,, 
and will certainly be us d, for our Benefit and Advan- 
e Jage; and the Poſſeſſors of them, think themſelves. as 
much oblig d to us, that give them Opportunity to exer-H 
„eie their Gifts, as we can think oyr- ſelves oblig'd to, 
them for their Pains: therefore St. Paul concludes, 
Cor. 3. 21. Let no Man glory in Men, for all Things 
are yours, whether Paul or Apollo s, or Cephas, or the, 
Monid, or, Life, or Death, or Things preſent, or Things 491+ 
dome, all are aur. noi eit wink © 20012 20, eie 10 
You ſee then how this Humility of Mind renders: all 
Men equal; inſomuch that they can neitlſer contemno 
noſe below them, nor ey thoſe above them Ang 
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truth, there's neither high nor low, but all is one Body, 
and what is done to any one, redounds to the Profit of 
the whole; each has ſome Qualification by which it 
may be uſeful to the reſt, and there's nothing redundant, 
nothing deficient. HY 5 0 
III. 1 have ſhewn you, how this Lomlineſb of Mind is 
founded on a right Underſtanding and Value of our 
ſelves and others: And from what has been ſaid, you 
may ſee the Neceſſity of the Apoſtles Inference, which 
was the third thing I propos d: Look not every Man on his 
own Things, but every Man alſo on the Things of others. 
To help us in this, we are to conſider that each of us 
is but one of many thouſand Creatures; and tho' God 
has reſpect to every ſingle Man, yet it is in conjuncti- 
on with the reſt; and his Wiſdom is ſo great, that he 
can make every one as happy, as if the whole World 
had been fram d to ſerve that Man's ſingle Intereſt, and 
as if he were the Almighty's ſole and only Care; but 
then we muſt allow God to bring us to Happineſs in his 
| own way, and not by thoſe perverſe Methods that we 
| would propoſe to our ſelves; for if he did indulge us 


they could do it, yet that Happineſs would only reach 
our ſelves, and leave the reſt of the World in Miſery; 
but it is very far from the Goodneſs of God to make o- 


thers miſerable, that we may be happy: and therefore 


let us never expect any thing from him, chat will not 


| 


P | : ble, much more to expect it. red wo 0; 
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only great Arrogance, bur Folly in us, to imagine it 
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in them, they would never make us happy; and if 


conſiſt with the common Good of Mankind: It is not 
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This Conſideration alone is ſufficient to oblige us to have 
great Regard and Concern for the Things of others: 
ince we without them ſhall not be made perfect, at 
aft not without our utmoſt Endeavours for our com- 
mon Salvation; and by this, we may ſee the Folly of 
l Wickedneſs, ſince even the Omnipotency of God is not 
ficient! to anſwer all the vicious Deſires of Men. Sup- 
pole he ſhould come down from Heaven, and call be- 
ore him a Company of ſuch, and all of them ſhould 
Leſire Riches, Honour, Revenge on their Enemies, Eafe 
ind ſenſual Pleaſures (as it is moſt probable they would) 
s Were it poſſible to gratifie them? Cou'd all be made 
4 WPrinces, to ſatisfie their Ambition? Cou'd he oblige 
the Revengetul, by the Murder and Deſtruction of thoſe 
e Ney hate? Coud all be made Rich or Eaſie, withotic 
d Wlubjeing others to be their Slaves? Theſe Deſires 
xe plainly contradictory to one another; ſuch are all 
he vicious Appetites of Men: for no Man is vicious, 
dut by doing or defiring what is injurious to ſomebo- 
dy ; and there can be none injurd'in Heaven, becauſe 
t 


ll there are abſolutely happy, and therefore Wickednels - 
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if Neannot enter into it: Our Luſts involve us in Wars, 
ch NContentions, and Diſcontents, and theſe make either us, 
; Jer ſomebody elſe, miſerable; and therefore God, who, de- 
o- Wigns the general Felicity of his Creatures, abhors them, 
re Wind has propos d to make us happy, not by gratifying, 

ot ut denying them: for ſinee Happineſs includes the 

ot ulfilling of our Deſires, it is hagelt that wllilſt wre 


uve ſuch Deſires as cannot be fulfill d, we cannot be 
Happy ;- nor is there any other way to rale us ſo, br 
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by removing them. This ſhews the Neceſſity of com. | 
plying with God's Method, and of joining with him to 
promote the common Good of the World. 
The way then, to ſecure our ſelves of his Favour, i; 
not by ſtriving for the Maſtery with our Brethren, bu: 
by preferring them in Love, and making that the only 
Contention, who ſhall moſt deny himſelt, who ſhall moſt 
contribute to the Satisfaction and Advantage of others, 
and moſt effectually procure the Good of thoſe , for 
whoſe. Salvation God has thewed himſelf ſo much con- 
cerned. This. Mind was in Chriſt Feſus, and muſt be-inus. 
IV. They that chus humble themſelves,fhall be exalted, 
as Chriſt was; and they that are thus Servants of all, 
ſhall be the greateſt in his Kingdom. And this brings 
me to the Fourth Part of LowlmeſS of Mindrrecommended 
in the Text; that is, a willing Condeſcenſion to all 
thoſe things that God has annexed as Duties to our 
Station: For this, we have the Example of our Sa- 
viour; who having taken on him the Form of à Ser- 
vant , and as in verſ. 8. Being found in Faſhion as 4 
Man, he declined no Part of the Duty or Hardſhips 
incumbent on a Man or Servant, but humbled himſelf to Death, 
even to the Neath of the Croſs, which was proper to Slaves. 
There is nothing more Fatal to a Man, than 
to think himſelf too great for his Duty or Circum- 
Rances ; whilſt ſuch a Thought poſſeſſes his Mind, 
it js impoſſible he ſhould execute his Office either with 
Pleaſure to himſelf, or Advantage toithole;wichwhom he 
is concerned; and therefore in order to tfue Lomlineſß 


of Mind, we ought to fix it as a Firſt Principle of our 


' 


mY ». 


—ͤ— 


— 4 


hriſtian Humility. 17 
Obedience, never to be doubted or diſputed, that God 
requires nothing of us that is mean or unworthy our At- 
rendance. If it be not below him to aſſign us a Task, it 
can't be below us to ſubmit to ic ; ſome things may 
ſeem to a paſſionate, n Mind, not to deſerve our 
time or pains: but it often happens, that what we in our 
pride think meaneſt, is moſt honourable. Our Saviour, 
when he came into the World, knew how to provide for 
himſelf a ſuitable Employment, and he choſe that of a 
Servant; He came not to be miniſtred to, but to Mini- 
ſter: Tho he was in the Form of God, and Lord of all, 
, Jer he made himſelf of no Reputation, and took on him the 
h Form of a Servant, and punctually executed the meaneſt 
85 Offices, and ſubmitted to the moſt difficult Circumſtances 
d incident to that Station ; and therefore we in imitation of 
1 him, ought not to think any Employment or Duty too 
r low, or too painful, that God by his Providence is pleas d 
do aſſign us. We ought to conſider, that all our Services are 
perform d to him our Maſter, and that our Wages will 
not be according to the Value or reputed Honourableneſs 
of the Work, in which he employs us, but according to 
our Diligence in performing it; and the meaner it ſeem 
to us, the more uneaſie or difficult, the greater ſhall be 
our Reward, if we perform it with due Cheerfulneſs and 
Application. In proportion to thele, we may expect God's 
| Favour, he knows how to value our Performances and 
compare them with our Duty; and there is not one Con- 
ſideration can come into our Thoughts, but God, 
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in che Diſteibution of his Rewards, wil 
Weight that belongs to it. > hs 
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7 Aud thelefore chete i not A more? Proud or Fool 
Thought can enter into out Hearts, than to decline, 
as unworthy of us, any Part of that Office which God 
has been pleaſed to allign us; whoever does ſo. oüght 
not to have accepted it, and j 15 in Conſcience oblived to 
reſign it. He is ſo Rich in his on Spirit, that he need 
not hold any thing of God, and how think ye God will 
treat ſuch a Haughty Mind: The Judge that refuſes 
to Hear a Poor Mans Cauſe, the Wag that refuſes 
to protect him, the Minifter that refuſes to Viſit him, 
the Rich Man that declines to Relieve him, the Phy- 
ſician that neglects to Cure him, as unworthy his Trou- 
ble, ought in Conſcience to quir his Office, ſince he is 
aſhamed or unwilling to execute it; all theſe are 
Contradictions to the Lowlineſs of Mm in my ow! 
for that will oblige us to believe , „that we were 
poſely put into theſe Stations, that we' may ſerve God 
on ſuch Occaſions. This is the Tenure by whith we 
hold them: And can we be Proud of ſuch a Service, 
or dare we decline it? If ue do, e forfeit our Inter- 
eſt in the Good chings we poſſeſs; Aud it Gock Favour 
by, which we hold Meng for they are Burthens, ab well 
as Preferments; and ſach as have: them, are obliged to 
a greater Degree of 1 and Labdinr than others; 
they are Talents committed o us, and we Mall ſtri 19 
be accountable for thetn. S0 Re reuſon Rave we! to 
env; thoſe chat are charged with mere öf thetn chan we. 
V. This brings me to tlie Fish. and laſt Pare of this 
" Lowlmeſs of Mind. Contentmient in the Portibf Gn Sakion, 
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that God and Nature has aſſign d us. In order to this, I 
would entreat you to conſider, that an All-wiſe and 
Mierciful God is the Diſpoſer of all Things, and that an 
Hair can't fall from our Heads wichout his Providence. 
To complain therefore of our Portion or Station, is in 
effect, to find fault with God's Diſpoſal of the World, 
and muſt proceed from an high Opinion of our Wiſdom 
or Merits; tis to repine at his Management, and to tell 


him that he has not allow'd us a Place or Share equal to 
our Deſerts or Abilities: But the Lowly in Mind, the 


truly Humble, will be thankful for his Portion, what- 
ever it be, and acknowledge the Goodneſs of God, that 
has: allowd it to a Creature, that cou'd claim nothing 
from him, and whoſe very Being is an Act of his Free- 
e will and Mercy. 

lt we once be convinc'd that He gave us our Being, 
ive, muſt own that He likewiſe beſt knows how to di- 
por of it, He knows for what we are fit, what we can 


V | 
1 bear, and what we can do; He knows our Strength, 
and how to ſupport us, when our natural Abilites are 


inſufficient ; and therefore if we are truly humble (nay, 
if we will but think reaſonably) we muſt believe that 
our Condition is the very beſt and moſt proper for us 
that could have been choſen, and that to go about to 
change it by any other Means than God allows, is Re- 
bellion againſt him, argues the greateſt Contempt of his 
Juſtice, Power and Wiſdom, and the greateſt Opinion 
of our ſelves. mY „ 
1. Let us further call to mind, that whatſoever Lot is 
fallen to us, mum have been aſſign d to ſomebody; . for 
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if the Good of the World did not require it, God would 
not have imposd it on any. And ſince ſome body 
muſt have had it, why not we? Is it not great Pride in 
us to expect, that we ſhould be the Darlings of Pro- 
vidence ? or that it ſhould be left to our Choice, what 
we will do or ſuffer for the general Advantage of the 
| Creation. True Humility in ſuch a Caſe will oblige us 
as thankfully to receive a mean Station or difficult Duty 
from the Hands of God, as a well Diſciplin'd Soldier 
will accept a difficult Poſt from his General: The truth. 
| is, tis our Honour and Crown, to ſpend and be 
| 


ſpent for the common Good; and to us it is given, 
not only to do the Will of God, but to ſuffer for him, 
If any be his Favourites, thoſe that by Nature or Provi- 
| dence are plac d in moſt diſadvantageous Circumſtances, 
| ſeem to be the Men. 15 
Therefore the Poor in Spirit will not expect great 
Matters for themſelves, they will endure all things ra- 
ther than deſire that God ſhou'd go out of his uſual 
| "Methods of Providence to better their Condition. The 
| "Lowly in Mind will reaſon thus with himfelf; What 
am I, that God ſhou'd break his Meaſures for me? Is 
my Particular ſo confiderable, that God ſhou d diſpenſe 
wich thoſe Laws to gratifie me, that ſupport che World? 
Far be ſuch a Thought from my Heart, 'a Worm, a 
nothing, ſuch as | am, cannot think my ſelf of ſuch 
Confſideration. If it were put to my choice, 1 wound 
refer it back to God again, how to diſpoſe of me: let 
mie be mean, let me be pöör, It rite ſuffer or die, fo the 
Will of God be done: Tin fufe, the'filfifiing bf thic 
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ſil, muſt finally make me happy, and let God choſe 
what Method he will lead me to the Kingdom of 
aven. I will cheerfully ſubmit to him, and not re- 
ine at his Diſpenſation. This is the Language of Faith 
xd Lowlineſs of Mind, and if God work a Miracle for 
y, it muſt be for a Soul poſleſsd with theſe, 
And thus I have ſhew'd you, wherein this Lowlineſs of 
d conſiſts. "Ly Sata 

iſt. In a right Underſtanding of our ſelves and Per- 
rmances. | 

2dly. In a due Value and Efteem for other Perſons. 

zdly.. In a Concern and Care for the common Good. 

4thly. In a ready Condeſcention to all things we appre- 
nd ro be our Duty. And WIR Los 
5thly. In Contentment with our Portion or Station in 
ZV 
And if this Mind be in us, which was alſo in Chriſt 
us, then as in tlie gth Verſe, God that bath highly ex- 
led him, and given him a Name, which is above every 
Name, that at the Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bo; 
things in Heaven, and things in Earth, and things under 
e Earth, ſhall likewiſe, y a our Humiliation, exalt 
, and place us in the Throne with his Son, as he is. 
t down with his Father: The Meek ſhall inherit the 
arth; and the Poor in Spirit, be Bleſſed with the King- 
bom of Heaven. To him that overcomes, He will 


ive to eat of the Tree of Life, and he ſhall reign with, 
hriſt for ever and ever. 
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' {Gentlemen's Rilighan TE 5 the Gry gunds and Reaſons of 
n three. Parts. In the 1. Part, The: Truth of Chrj 
anity in General is vindicated, its Simplicity aſſerted, and ſc 
. introductory Rules for the diſcovering” 'of the particular 
Frines and Precepts are propos d: in the(2.d-and! 34 Parts, the! 
ture of the Chriſtian Religion is particularly enquire ty 
explain d, with an 4 * 1 ix; wherein it is proved, that noth 
contrary to our cafe can poſſibly be the Object of our Bel { 
but that it is no juſt Exception againſt ſome of the Doariil 
of Chriſtianity, that they are above our Reaſon, Price 2 5, M 
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| Parſons 8 Chriſtian Director), beihg a Treatiſe of Holy R 
lution, in two Parts; ' for the intra®tion of the Ignorant ; 
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